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packaging recovery organisations.
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EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY
AS TOOL ON THE WAY TO THE CIRCULAR
ECONOMY

he European Union has decided to move from a linear business ap-

proach to a circular economy. A circular economy is a regenerative
system in which resource input and waste, emission and energy leakage
are minimized by slowing, closing, narrowing energy and material loops;
this can be achieved through long-lasting design, maintenance, repair,
reuse, remanufacturing, refurbishing, recycling and upcycling. This is in
contrast to a linear economy which is a‘take, make and dispose’ model of
production. Extended producer responsibility (EPR) is a policy tool to di-
rect companies the way into this circular thinking by passing the respon-
sibility for the end of life management of their used products to those
companies putting packaged products on the market. The presenter will
explain this concept by highlighting best practices in the packaging sec-
tor, taking also into account the new obligations for the 28 EU Member
States coming from the circular economy package, including higher recy-
cling targets and new minimum requirements for EPR system:s.
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